
 

 
June   25,   2020  

 

Dear   West   Prep   Family,  

 

As   we   come   to   the   end   of   the   2019-2020   school   year,   please   allow   me   to   share   my   reflections   on   our   time  

together.   Last   fall,   we   began   the   year   like   many   others,   full   of   the   hopeful   and   anxious   feelings   we   often   have  

when   embarking   on   something   new.   But   as   we   quickly   began   to   see,   this   school   year   would   be   like   no   other.  

During   the   course   of   the   year,   we   witnessed   some   powerful   teaching   and   learning   happening   along   with   the  

execution   of   many   field   trips   and   extracurricular   activities.   These   experiences   were   acknowledged   and  

celebrated   in   our   feedback   from   our   5-year   School   Quality   Review,   which   was   conducted   in   February.  

Preliminary   data   showed   that   we   were   on   track   to   see   our   best   test   scores   to   date.   Additionally,   we   saw   a  

sharp   drop   in   disciplinary   infractions   due   to   the   implementation   of   more   social   and   emotional   learning   and  

Restorative   Justice   practices.   

 

Unfortunately,   due   to   COVID-19,   we   had   to   transition   normal   school   operations   to   a   remote   learning   format.  

This   brought   unforeseen   challenges   to   the   entire   school   community.   Through   our   time   spent   over   the   past  

three   months,   I   know   there   have   been   many   losses,   but   we   also   experienced   gains   in   ways   we   could   not  

imagine.   The   recent   events   highlighting   the   social   injustices   and   racism   in   our   country   serve   as   a   reminder   of  

our   mission   at   West   Prep.   With   the   work   of   all,   our   commitment   is   to   make   our   scholars   Titan   Strong   and  

push   them   towards   greatness,   in   hopes   that   they   will   live   in   a   better   world.   I   would   like   to   extend   my   deepest  

gratitude   and   appreciation   to   the   entire   West   Prep   Community!  

 

Scholars,   you   have   had   your   normal   school   year   taken   away   from   you,   and   for   our   8th   graders,   missed  

experiences   that   cannot   be   made   up.   As   your   principal,   this   made   me   very   sad,   but   from   the   first   day   of  

remote   learning,   my   goal   was   to   make   this   experience   work   for   us   in   the   best   possible   way,   without  

overwhelming   you   due   to   all   that   was   happening.   Your   resilience   and   patience   with   us   has   not   gone  

unnoticed   and   on   behalf   of   the   teachers,   we   thank   you   for   keeping   up!   Shout   out   to   all   who   participated   in  

our   weekly   Titan   Times   and   to   Floramind   for   supporting   the   calls.   For   those   of   you   who   are   transitioning   from  

West   Prep   to   a   new   school,   we   wish   you   all   the   best,   and   remember,   “once   a   Titan,   always   a   Titan!”  

 

Parents,   just   when   you   thought   you   had   your   life   balanced,   along   comes   COVID,   and   now   you   have   to   be   a  

full-time   teacher   too!   My   sincerest   thanks   to   all   of   you   who   supported   your   child(ren)   during   this   process!   It  

could   not   and   would   not   have   been   possible   without   you.   From   ensuring   that   your   scholar   was   plugged   in,  

keeping   the   internet   working,   accepting   our   calls   and   participating   in   our   virtual   sessions,   you   all   deserve   an  
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award!   I   would   also   like   to   thank   Ms.   Reyes   for   keeping   you   all   connected   with   her   weekly   parent   calls.   Please  

know   these   will   continue   during   the   summer   and   she   will   update   you   all   accordingly.   I   also   would   like   to   thank  

Ms.   Reyes   for   her   work   with   the   7th   grade   families   in   keeping   them   connected   during   remote   learning.   In   the  

same   way,   special   thanks   to   Ms.   Medina   for   supporting   the   6th   grade   families   and   Mr.   Kearns   for   supporting  

the   8th   grade   families.   Throughout   remote   learning,   your   work   was   invaluable   in   serving   as   a   bridge   between  

the   families   and   the   school.   

 

Last,   but   certainly   not   least,   I   would   like   to   thank   the   teachers,   counselors,   paraprofessionals,   and   support  

staff   for   making   this   all   happen.   Since   March,   you   successfully   moved   your   programs   online,   hosted   weekly  

live   events,   made   phone   calls,   and   maintained   the   same,   if   not   more,   levels   of   support   for   all   scholars.   You  

managed   the   endless   virtual   meetings   and   handled   conflicting   information   with   grace   and   professionalism.  

But   most   importantly,   your   unwavering   care   and   concern   for   not   only   the   scholars,   but   each   other,   makes   you  

all   the   most   amazing   staff   ever.   I’m   sure   parents   will   join   me   in   saying,   there   has   always   been   respect   for  

teachers,   but   now,   we   respect   this   profession   even   more,   and   the   need   for   in-person   schooling!  

 

Thank   you   to   all   who   attended   our   end   of   the   year   celebrations!   We   appreciate   Mr.   Kupferman,   Ms.  

McMahon   and   the   grade   teams   for   planning   our   virtual   ceremonies,   and   making   sure   our   scholars   received  

their   awards   and   gifts.   A   special   thank   you   to   Ms.   Costa,   Ms.   Sabrina   Rivera   from   the   WestHab   after   school  

program   and   the   Orane   Family   for   our   8th   grade   graduation   package   and   senior   activities.   

 

As   you   all   know,   we   still   do   not   have   plans   for   the   fall,   but   here   is   what   I   can   tell   our   6th   and   7th   grade  

families:   please    hold   on   to   all   borrowed   devices    (laptops   or   iPads)   for   the   summer.   Also    keep   your   Yondr  

pouch ,   and   they   are   machine   washable!   Once   we   receive   guidance   from   the   governor   and   mayor,   we   will  

update   you   as   soon   as   possible.   Please   know   we   will   be   prepared   come   what   may.   Lastly,   regardless   of   the  

weather,   our   response   from   the   federal   government,   and   the   reopening   of   our   state,   the   COVID-19   pandemic  

is   not   over   and   we   must   remain   vigilant   and   cautious!   I   wish   everyone   a   safe,   healthy,   and   enjoyable   summer  

and   I   hope   to   see   you   all   in   person   in   September.   With   the   work   of   all,   We   Made   It!!!  

 
Be   well,   be   safe,   be   positive,  
 

 
 

 
Carland   Washington  
Principal  
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